BecomING a PCHS Foster Parent
PCHS is almost always in need of foster homes. Fostering an animal is one of most important gifts you can give to a rescue animal; these animals have waited their whole lives to be in a loving home. Not only does fostering give them the gift of life, but it is more than likely the first time they've been treated with such kindness and compassion. Many rescue animals have never even been in a home before. The first time you have a foster animal in your home and see the transformation when they finally realize they are safe and loved is a most precious and special emotion.
Even though fostering is a very rewarding, fun, and special experience, it is important to know that it is not all easy! Fostering is hard work. Some of the animals need work learning manners, house breaking, crate training, walking on a leash--you name it. These animals have been failed, many times their whole lives and it's up to us to help them become fun loving pets.
By taking an animal into your home on a temporary basis, the animal is given an opportunity to adjust to a home environment, and given additional time to find a permanent home.
Becoming a foster parent is easy! Just fill out an application to help us match a foster animal with you and your lifestyle. You will be doing a wonderful service for an animal in need and the animal will be introduced to what a true loving environment feels like. When you commit to foster, you are expected to foster the animal until it is placed in an acceptable forever home. All supplies you purchase for fostering are often times tax-deductible. Check with your tax advisor.
Frequently Asked Questions

What does a foster parent do? 
Foster parenting is a wonderful way to enjoy the love and attention of an animal without making a permanent commitment. Because we have limited space at the adoption center, volunteer foster parents make the difference between life and death to these animals and is a way to give animals in crucial need of placement a second chance at life. By taking an animal into your home, you are allowing it to become accustomed to a safe and loving home life. There is no guarantee how long it will take to find the animal a home; it could be as little as a few days or as much as a few months and some have even been several years. If at any time you would like to discontinue fostering, you are always given the option to stop once any animals in your care can be accommodated elsewhere.

Do I get to choose which animal I want to foster?
Usually, as soon as someone is available to foster there is an animal in need ready to be placed in foster care. Sometimes there are several that may need fostering and you could decide. However, you always have the right to decline a foster opportunity.
I don't think I could be a foster parent, I'd become too attached.
This is one of the most common phrases we hear and we share the sentiment whole-heartedly. But we also look at it from the perspective of the animal; without you to foster the animal it may well continue to suffer or die. We also know how rewarding it can be when watching a new owner shower an animal with kisses and love, and know that you had a hand in saving a life and creating a new family unit. Foster parenting can be one of the most rewarding events in your experience, and one of the reasons we work tirelessly to make it happen.

What if the animal I am fostering doesn't work out for me?
Just like humans, animals all have different personalities, and our goal is to help find the best match for both you and the animal. If for some reason the animal you are fostering is not working, we will try to find another foster home as soon as possible. The animal will be moved / switched with another foster home when possible, but there is not always a quick place available.
Do I have to pay for food for animals in my care?
If you are able to supply food on your own, your generosity is welcome. If not, PCHS can usually provide food. 
What about veterinary fees or emergency care?
All veterinary care must be coordinated through a designated PCHS representative. PCHS is responsible for all routine veterinary care of the animal while being fostered. 

If I have other animals in my home, can I still be a 'foster parent'? 

Absolutely, with proper introduction, as long as your pets are comfortable with their new short term visitors. 
If I have children, does that rule us out as a foster family?
Absolutely not; families with children can make excellent foster situations as long as the children are trained on how to properly treat an animal and supervised when with the foster animal. However if you have toddlers in your family, we will take extra care in the choice of animal.
But how will the animal find a permanent home if it is living with me?
PCHS will be actively involved in trying to find a permanent loving home for the animal. As a foster parent, you will be given the means available to advertise the need for the pet to be adopted and how important it is that it be a permanent adoption so as not to put the animal into another stressful situation.

How long will I be required to foster?
Because the animal’s history most likely has been one of instability and distress, foster parents must give the animal adequate time to adapt to their new situation. Some animals take longer than others based on their history and your home situation. There is no guarantee on how long it will take to find a home. 

Is there a limit to the number of animals I can foster?
Our priority is that the animals receive the best care possible and are introduced to a loving environment where they can grow and become accustomed to new situations. Each situation is evaluated and we determine how many animals it is practical to have in your care. We don't want to overburden our foster families and also want to be sure all animals are receiving the care and love they deserve. It also depends on any restrictions where you live. 

Why do you do home checks?
Home checks are essential to determine the animal will be living in a safe environment and we try if time allows. For example, if the dog you are looking to foster is an escape artist, we want to ensure your yard has tall fences, gates are locked, and there is no way to dig out. Another example is if you are fostering a cat, we check to see all windows have secure screens so there is no fear of kitty getting away out into the world where its chances of survival are significantly reduced. Visits to potential foster homes would be made by appointment.
Can a foster parent adopt the animal he or she is fostering?
If during the course of your fostering all has gone well, of course! It is fact that foster parents fall in love with animals while fostering and many create a permanent bond.

Are you ready to start fostering? Fill out the application below and bring or send it to:


                                                                                              
                                                                                              Loving Paws Adoption Center

319 Keeth Street

Crocker, MO 65452
            Email: lovingpawsadoptioncenter@gmail.com
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                        Loving Paws Adoption Center

319 Keeth Road, Crocker, MO 65452

lovingpawsadoptioncenter@gmail.com
573-736-2088

Animal Foster Application

Name: ____________________________________ Email: ______________________________________________
Address (No PO Boxes): ____________________________________________________________________________

Two Phone #s: Home ____________________  Work ______________________  Cell ______________________

Are you willing to foster:  Canine ____    Feline ____    Other ______________
Do you prefer male or female:  M ____  F _____  Doesn’t matter _____  Age Preference: ____________________

Breed preference or type of breed you are unwilling to foster: ________________________________________

Number of children in your household and their ages:_________________________________________________

Do you Own _____or Rent _____ If renting, what restrictions on pets (i.e., size, number of pets): ___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Landlord’s name and phone number: _____________________________________________________________
Do you have Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) in your city/town or county? If so, please describe the restrictions or ordinance: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Tell us about the adult members in your household (i.e. age, relationship to you): _________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Indicate pets currently living with you: Dogs ________Cats ________Birds ________Other ____________________

Are your current pets spayed / neutered and up-to-date on their inoculations? If no, tell us why: __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Are your pets: Indoor only _____Outdoor only _____Both ______

Do you have any of the following: Dog House ___ Dog Pen ____Chain / Cable ____ Crate ____ Fenced Yard ____ 
Are you willing to provide food and litter at your own cost for foster pets: Yes _____   No______ 
Name of your current veterinarian and clinic address: _______________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________

What traits do you find unacceptable in a pet: ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
What steps do you take to correct unwanted behavior: _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Where will you keep your foster animal when you are not at home: _____________________________________

How many hours per day will your pet(s) and foster animal be left alone: ________________________________

Where do you keep your pets at night: ___________________________________________________________

Where will you keep your foster pet at night: _______________________________________________________
What arrangements will be made when you are away on business or on vacation: _________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What activities will you do with your foster pet for fun and/or exercise: __________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

If you want to foster a canine, what restrictions do you place on children’s interactions with your current dog(s) or will you place on your foster animal: _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you cared for young, unweaned puppies or kittens before: Yes _____ No_____    If yes, explain:____________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever given medication to sick animals before: Yes ____ No ____ If yes, explain:_____________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Have you fostered an animal before: Yes ____ No _____  If yes, what organization did you foster for:____________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name, address and phone number of another person that can attest to your care of animals:_________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Please tell us anything else about you that we have not covered in this application that you feel we should know: __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

How/where did you become aware of PCHS/LPAC: _________________________________________________

I, ______________________________________ [name of foster applicant] make the above statements and voluntarily enter into this agreement to provide a temporary home as a foster caregiver to any animals PCHS/LPAC may temporarily place in my care. 
• _____ I agree to provide a PCHS/LPAC representative access to all parts of my home and property for a home inspection before my application to foster is approved. 
• _____ I understand that I may be required to provide foster care to my foster animal for an extended and indefinite period of time. 
• _____ I understand that PCHS/LPAC provides no guarantee as to the health of my foster animal and that my foster animal may have medical needs, socialization problems, and may not be housebroken. 
• _____ I agree to provide my foster animal with veterinary care as authorized by PCHS/LPAC. I will not arrange for any veterinary care for my foster animal without the expressed consent of an authorized PCHS/LPAC representative. 
• _____ I will take all necessary precautions to prevent my foster animal from either impregnating another animal or becoming impregnated. In the event that happens, I will notify PCHS/LPAC immediately. 
• _____ I agree that I am fostering this animal for PCHS/LPAC and that I do not have any right of ownership over my foster animal.

• _____ I agree to allow a PCHS/LPAC representative to check on my foster animal, at any time that I am in possession of my foster animal. 
• _____ If I am planning to move at any time during the period when I am housing a foster animal, I agree to contact PCHS/LPAC prior to my move and provide PCHS/LPAC with my new contact information. I understand that PCHS/LPAC has the right to request return of my foster animal based on my change of residence, and agree that I will surrender my foster animal to PCHS/LPAC immediately upon request. 
• _____ I understand that as long as I provide foster care to my foster animal to PCHS/LPAC satisfaction, I will be given the first right of adoption of my foster animal, at such time as PCHS/LPAC decides to place my foster animal for adoption. 
• _____ If at any point I can no longer, or do not want to continue to, provide care and shelter for my foster animal, I agree to contact PCHS/LPAC and arrange for surrender and return of my foster animal back to PCHS/LPAC. I understand that accommodations for such return could take a while to facilitate. 

• _____ I will not transfer possession or custody of my foster animal to any other person at any time, unless otherwise pre-approved by a PCHS/LPAC representative. 
• _____ I agree that PCHS/LPAC is not responsible for any damage to personal property/belongings caused by a foster animal electively in my care. 

• _____ I agree that PCHS/LPAC is not responsible for personal treatment of bodily injury caused by a foster animal electively in my care.  

• _____ I agree to not be neglectful or cause injury/harm to my foster animal and will be responsible for any            veterinary expensive resulting from stated neglect.  

• _____ I agree that if I refuse or fail to comply with any provision of this agreement, PCHS/LPAC has the right to terminate this agreement and has the right to require immediate return of my foster animal(s). 
I have read this application and Agreement in its entirety, and I agree that all statements and agreements contained in this document are made by me and are truthful, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 
___________________________________________________________ ________________________
Signature                                                                                                        Date

______________________________________________
Printed name

For PCHS/LPAC use only: 

Approved: YES (  NO  (   Comments:  ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________ _________________________________
PCHS/LPAC representative signature                                                           Date
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Loving Paws Adoption Center                                                                                                                   319 Keeth Rd, Crocker, MO 65452

  573-736-2088                                                                                               LovingPawsAdoptionCenter.com                                        
Pulaski County Humane Society
ANIMAL SURRENDER AGREEMENT

The purpose and mission of Pulaski County Humane Society shall be the prevention of suffering, neglect, abuse and cruelty to animals; ensure the humane and compassionate treatment of all animals entrusted to its care; reunite lost animals with their owners; provide for all adoptable animals to be placed in responsible, permanent homes; euthanize animals only when necessary and extend humane education to the public.  No animal shall be sold or given away for research, experimentation or any other purpose than as a pet.

Finder/Owner’s Information:

Name: _____________________________________________Email address: ____________________________________________


Address: ___________________________________________City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________


Phone: ____________________________________________ Driver’s License #: _________________________________________

Pet Information:


Dog / Cat / Other ___________________________       Name _________________________________________________________

Gender:   M  /  F        Est DOB: ________________      Color/Markings/Breed: ____________________________________________

Location Found/Acquired: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Comments, Distinctive Features, Visible Injuries etc.: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Surrender donation amount: $ _________________ 

Agreement:

•_______  By leaving this animal with the Pulaski County Humane Society, I am relinquishing all rights of ownership and or interest.

• _______ I understand that by relinquishing ownership of this animal, I will not be able to determine its final placement. I understand that the placement options include adoption, foster home while awaiting adoption, transfer to breed appropriate animal rescue, or (under certain circumstances) humanely euthanized.  
• _______ I understand that if I seek to reclaim this animal, I will have to go through the regular adoption procedure.

• _______ I affirm that I have not taken this animal from another person without that person’s consent.


IMPORTANT NOTICE: This Agreement is not complete until this document is signed by you and an authorized PCHS representative. UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THESE CONDITIONS ARE MET, YOU REMAIN THE LEGAL OWNER OF THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED ANIMAL.
__________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Finder or Owner


                  Date

__________________________________________________________________

Signature of PCHS Representative                                                 Date
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